‘Biodivefsity conservation
~yetto focus on equity’

TIMES NEWS NETWORK 0% In forested areas. Hence, ecologicnl

/ impeverishment should be ane of the pov.

Mangalore: ‘l‘housankd’ Blodiversity  erty indicators, unless, this becomes an
Management Comumittees (BMC) have apndnhxtlwdecﬂonlymm biodivers!-
been constituted across the country but  (y conservation and its valuation will not
theissusaf equity andjusticeareyettobe  getjustioe,” e sujd. {
governanca, sald 51

-

mlumhsnfmmdmhm Mool BMCs have buau!l-
Iinkages on conservation with liveH E
actions at BMC level for mnaumonm- dlm‘lndumd indusiries using bio- |
tives of BMC and NGO members from  resources must be undertaken and biore. :
Andhn Chhattisgarh and Utta-  sources should be identified, " he ;

that mainetreamingoonserva-  has directly affected several native varie-
ﬁmdbiodlvndlylnm tal  ties of biodiversity resources of the ns-
programmes should be dome at the pan-  tion. A similsr case in Karnstaka is re ©
chayat "Rﬂxﬂminnmnlh garding Bt cotton. There is a drastic -

for mmmnmwam the state due to biotochnology cottsn, i
scological sourcesandthis js  Sugarssaid. ;

Develop linkage between panchayats
and biological conseryation._ Ofl'icial |

T vt et fd i place o thee
the Misiotry of £n As the Bacdoversity p

ririneg 1ol ot ey purtof —
e -

Local ¥ Traddaon “ rdond

1L UNTDP st GEX. I Conservation process bo-

nm—'ﬁ'.“""'..—-"'&“ mmmmmmmm i comder exingiial mpov- Mn:"“‘““"""" 1L 11 L 1551 1




Staff Correspondent

MANGALORE: Though there are
nearly 4,300 Biodiversity
Management  Committees
(BMC) functioning st the
gram panchayat (GP) level in
the State, their functionality
is reflected in the fact that
just 289 of them have pre-
sented reports, said KUF, Sug-
ara, Additional Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests
hereon ‘l'hvmdly.

After the of the
Blodiversity Act in 2003, each
GPis to have 2 BMC — whose
seven members are informal-
Iy elected — to monitor the
-‘ conservation of regional bio-

diversity. Among the first

steps is to create u People's
l Biodiversity Register (PBR)
that lists out the local percep-

| tion of biodiversity,
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“With panchayats under
the Panchayat Raj Act, how
can the state-level biodiversi-
ty board ensure they function
properly? And, s conservi-
tion an electoral issue in the
panchayat?” Mr, Sugars said
at the conclave on blo-con-
servation.

It was attended by 31 rep-
resentatives  from  three

states — members of NGOs,
Forest Range officers or BMC
members  from  Arunachal

Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and
Uttsrakhand - were trained
on the concept.

Conservation

He believed one of the ways
to get conservation to the
forefront was to hlahllﬂ!nhe
inextricable between
ecology and liwlihood "In
rural areas, 70 per cent of the
earning, of the poor comes
from ecological  sources,
while in forest areas, the fig-
mbwpcru:l. l:eh:anﬂﬁ

i?on ing Cy
to cover GPs in the
State, there should be an ef-

idents of the area — actually
care about the conservation
of flora In the area, suld Mr,
Sugara. “In some cases, influ-
ential people with commer-
clal interests have made their
way into the board. This de-
feats the purpose of a conser-
vation committee,” he said.
Commenting on the slow
progress of the implementa-
tion of the BMC ncross the
country, M.D. Subash Chan-
dron, Centre for Ecological
Sclences, [15¢, sald while
nearly 70 per cent of the gram
ts in Kerala have ac-
tive BMCs, Karnutaka comes
u distant second with 5 per
cent; and the figures are the
worst in states such as Guj-
arat (just one in 13,693 GPs)

and Uttar Pradesh (0.008 per

fort to ensure the membersof cent)
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Local flora gets paper protection

95 p.c. of gram panchayats have no active biodiversity management panels

CARE TO PROTECT: In rural areas, 70 per cent of the earning of the poor comes from ecological sources, and in forest areas, the figure
i 80 per cent. - FILE PHOTO: PARINEETA DESHPANDE-DANDEKAR

century for it to be Imple-
mented,” he said,

Medicinal plants

The conclave deliberated
on the sustainable use of me-
dicinal plants in the three,
states. The importance of this

was elucidated by Sudhir Sax-
ena, from an NGO in Almora
inU who believes
t.lut with increasing migra-
Sl waer e
er year, the.
quantum ofmod!dmlplm
in the mountaing aroand the
area has reduced drastically.
Duﬂna the three-day l:?l_l

gramme, the participants

be taken to Honnavar to ob-
serve eco-tourism und the ac-
tivities of the BMC thery; a
visit to SIRI In Belthangady;
and Pilikuls Nisargadhama

here.



